Course Syllabus for Physics I 
Instructor: Thomas Brylewski
Room: 205
Email: TBrylewski@wcskids.net
Phone Contact: 586-825-2900 ext. 29205
Contact Hours: After school daily; during prep (1st hour) by appointment

Content

Course Objectives: As outlined by the Common Core Curriculum, and the WCS Curriculum guide
Textbook: “Physics: Principles and Problems” by Glencoe

All information you are responsible for will be found in your notebooks; and can be located in the text

While this course is not as cumulative as a mathematics course, the later part of the course will refer back frequently to previous learning.  So it is important to stay up to date in your learning and be aware of your progress so you do not to fall behind.  If you find yourself not understanding something after all the lectures and projects it is important that you are familiar with the textbook so you can catch yourself up.  Otherwise you must also be willing to make time for individual tutoring should you require it.
Rules and Procedures
Rule 1: Students will not talk while the teacher is talking or asking for quiet.
Rule 2: Students will follow directions the first time they are given, especially during labs.
Rule 3: Students will not bring any food or drink into the classroom.  Bottled water is allowed.
Rule 4: Students will arrive to class on time, and bring all necessary supplies with them. 
Rule 5: Students will show respect in their words and actions to their teachers, their fellow students, 

 and their school.
I believe that there are two fundamental rights within any classroom: 1: Every student has the right to learn, and 2: The teacher has the right to teach.  Anything that comes into conflict with these rights will be stopped, whether it is listed above or not.

Additional Notes
· Bathroom passes will be given as long as the student signs themselves in and out with the correct associated times. Failure to do so my result in having pass privileges revoked. If it is possible to wait until the end of instruction your patience is appreciated and helpful for a constructive learning environment. Passes will not be given during the first five minutes or the last five minutes.
· Be on time and prepared for class, any tardiness will be dealt with according to the WCS policy and the Community High School policy. 
· If you are absent, it is your responsibility to obtain the assignment from the absent box and to hand it in in a timely manner.  You have the number of days equal to your absence.  Any assignments that were due on the day you were absent will be due on the day you return.
· Cheating will result in a zero for the assignment for both involved parties if appropriate.  Cheating on a test will result in an F for the test and an automatic referral.  Cheating includes any collaboration on achieving the objectives of the assignment – if it is not called group work assume that you will lose credit for collaboration.
· Only students who receive an “S” or better in my course will accompany our class on any field trips we may take.  Receiving a “U” in any other course will result in exclusion from the field trip.
· Dismissal from a class activity or group activity for inappropriate behavior will result in the loss of all eligible points.
· Cell Phone Policy: My classroom is a yellow zone. Cell phone use of any kind is forbidden during lectures and activities and will result in confiscation. During individual worktime your cell phone may be used as an MP3 player for listening to music as you work. If you feel your phone could be useful during an activity for education purposes please alert me of what you intend to use it for. 
Consequences



The following are possible consequences for breaking the rules listed above.

1. Verbal Warning
2. Parent Phone Call

3. Detention

4. Parent Teacher Conference

5. Suspension
In my efforts to make sure that the punishment fits the crime, these steps will not always be taken in order.  I, the teacher am the final authority on discipline within my room.
Grading

Grades will be calculated in my class according to the WCS grading scale; as explained below.
	Letter Grade
	Corresponding Percentage

	A+
	100 – 98%

	A
	97 – 93%

	A-
	92 – 90%

	B+
	89 – 88%

	B
	87 – 83%

	B-
	82 – 80%

	C+
	79 – 78%

	C
	77 – 73%

	C-
	72 – 70%

	D+
	69 – 68%

	D
	67 – 63%

	D-
	62 – 60%

	F
	59% and Below


Grades will be given for each assignment based upon the percent correct on each assignment or assessment.  Each assignment or assessment will be classified into the one of the following categories, each with their own importance towards the calculation of the final grade.  The categories and their values are as follows:



Quizzes & Tests:

25%

Labs/ projects/ 
 
25%
Homework Class work:
25%
Participation

25%

The final grade you will receive for each category will be determined by averaging all the items that fall within that category.

Grading Policies
Tests/ Quizzes
Assessments will be throughout each chapter and given at the end of every chapter or every other chapter as the need arises.  These tests will be a primary tool for assessing how well you have achieved the objectives for the course.  
Laboratory Experiments

This year you will be doing many different experiments throughout the year.  For each experiment you will complete the laboratory worksheets.  On some labs you will be required to complete additional reports.
Classwork

All work will be given definite due dates when assigned.  These dates are final and all rules of academic integrity and honesty will be enforced.  Missing work may be made up during 7th hour or on the student’s own time as long as it is within the current work window. Any missing work that needs to be made up after the designated work window must be redone after school with the teacher.
Participation

During the course of this class we will be reading several articles and having discussions about the important concepts and topics in economics. Many of these discussions and activities will have a grade attached to them.  This is the only grading category where failure to complete the assignment will result in an ‘F’ rather than a zero.

Websites

I will be posting assignments, lesson plans and test announcements on my webpage www.MrBrylewski.weebly.com.  You can check here to stay updated on what is going on in my classroom this year by visiting this site weekly.  As the year goes on I will also be using Blackboard.com increasingly as a resource for parents and students. Future handouts will explain this further.
I update the powerschool website several times throughout each marking period.  If you ever have questions about your grade, please ask at an appropriate time in class.  Parents; if you ever have questions concerning your child’s grade or progress, please contact via e-mail or phone call.  While e-mail generally works best, I will be happy to contact you in whatever manner is easiest for you.
Contract


This document is not just a set of instructions; it is a contract between teacher, students, and parents.  I promise to provide your child with the best possible science education.  In return, students must promise to follow the rules of the classroom and put forth their best effort each day.  Parent, I also ask that you promise to support your child in their efforts to learn and myself in my efforts to teach.  I feel strongly that with a combined effort from all three parties we can create a successful learning community, not only at CHS, but in room 136 as well.




X___________________________________________





Thomas E. Brylewski, Science Teacher



X___________________________________________





Signature of the Science Student




X __________________________________________




Signature of the Student’s Parent/ Guardian

